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Eere is his definite opinion of the Irish question,
3ne of the vital and most complex problems of
Uie day. We Americans are necessarily a little
at arm's length on this; its natural difficulties
acre not bettered by having the sundering seas be-
bween us, nor is light thrown helpfully by the
[rish-American, as we see him. But by reading
bhe play and the little book which is dubbed, " A
Preface for Politicians," we may at least get a
dear notion of what Shaw thinks. He believes
[reland can only be satisfied by Home Rule be-
cause it is a natural right, rather than because
its establishment will of necessity work out a bet-
ter state of things. He holds that Ireland has
gone wrong because she has substituted dreams
for the truth. And obviously, here we get the
steady Shavian attitude applied to a particular
theme. The Englishman indulges in bursts of
ideality, romanticism, but always as an agreeable
aside, not for a moment to be taken seriously nor
allowed to interfere with his real business. There
is the difference, the reason he wins.

As usual in the plays at large, various other
representative notions are vented: his view of the
treatment of animals, for example; Keegan hasts in the case of Shaw w. his time. contrasts of char-
